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/E MUST GO FORWARD' 
ICC's FIRST DECADE 


ur coming together to form a World 
neil will be vain unless Christians and 
istian congregations ever ywhere commit 
selves to the Lord of the Church...We 
to learn afresh together to speak boldly 
hrist’s name both to those in power and 
e people, to oppose terror, cruelty, and 
discrimination, to stand by tbe outcasi, 
prisoner, and the refugee. We have to 
e of the Church in every place a voice 
those who have no voice, and a home 
re every man will be at home.. 
—Message, The Amsterdam Assembly 


e World Council Cowrier carried these 
s from the message of the constituting 
bly of the World Council of Churches at 
terdam ten years ago. The anniversary of the 
ing of the first assembly on August 22, 
, will be marked at the Central Committee 
e World Council in Nyborg, Denmark, this 
er. 


e July-August issue of the Cowrier presents 
of the people and events connected with 
terdam. It invites “Christians and Christian 
fegations” everywhere to reaffirm the com- 
ent of the Amsterdam Assembly and to re- 
ber these words from the Evanston Assem- 


f 1954: 


~¥ — AUGUST, 1958 


>"Mbarc Boegner of France presents a resolution 
“at ire Be 1948 “that the formation of the 
dCouncil of Churches be declared to be 
ereby completed.” 


“The Church of Christ 1s today a world- 
wide fellowship, yet there are countless peo- 
ple to whom He 1s unknown. How much do 
you care about this? Does your congregation 
live for itself, or the world around and be- 
yond it? Does its common life, and does the 
daily life work of its members, affirm the 
Lordship of Christ?” 
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ECUMENICAL BIOGRAPHY: 
D. T. NILES 


When the World Council of Churches was 
founded in Amsterdam in 1948 the preacher at 
the opening service was not an archbishop, nor 
an internationally known theologian. It was a 
young Methodist minister from Ceylon. Already 
among ecumenical leaders it was recognized that 
D. T. Niles was the man to recall this great and 
diverse congregation to the center of their faith. 

“D. T.” has a youthful, innocent air, which is 
deceptive! Often, as the small figure with the 
dark face has stepped forward on a platform, | 
have noticed a slightly patronizing look on the 
faces of the audience. “Let’s give this young 
Asian Christian a chance.” Then the powerful 
voice goes into action. With devastating sim- 
plicity the first few strokes of a biblical picture 
are drawn. It is still possible for the hearers to 
think that the picture is too clear to be profound. 
Then in a few moments they begin to turn in 
their seats like men disturbed. They are being 
troubled in an unaccustomed way by this ap- 
parently artless speaker. 

I have shared a cabin across the Atlantic in 
wartime with D.T. I have lived beside him here 
and there in many countries for twenty years. 
But it was in Jaffna that I really learned the 
measure of the man. Jaffna is the center of the 
Tamil-speaking area at the North end of Cey- 
lon. It lacks the Jushness of the South, it bears 
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The Student Movement for January 1958 } 
carried profiles of two men, D. T. Niles and | 
Dr. W. A. Visser ’t Hooft, who were promi- 
nent in Amsterdam and remain at the cen-. 
ter of the ecumenical movement. D. T. Niles s 
is executive secretary of the new East Asia 
Christian Conference. Dr. Visser ‘t Hooft’ 
rounds out his twentieth year with the¢ 
World Council, both “in process of forma- 
tion” and since Amsterdam. Editor Patrick 
Rodger has given us permission to carry 
abridged versions of these two profiles ing 
the anniversary issue of the Courier. The 
writer of the profiles is Dr. Robert Mackie 
of Scotland, another beloved World Coun- 
cil figure who guided the refugee work of 
the Council during the years from Amster-? 
dam through Evanston. 


fascinating evidence of past empires, it is a pl 
of teeming life where Hindu temples take 

place of Buddhist shrines. There you find D 

at work from early morning until far into 

night—as minister, principal, chairman, s€ 

tary—solving local problems, writing ecumen 
memoranda, rebuking, inspiring, carrying # 
along on the Christian way. There never wa 
greater dynamic force in any one man. And tl 
—able to recall these great simplicities of 4 
Gospel, as only one who lives at the heart o 
can do. 

He is chairman of the World’s Student Chi 
tian Federation. He was appointed, not ¢ 
because he is the greatest evangelist to the : 
dent world of our day, but because he is the r 
to lead university thinking at a critical ti 
Emerging from Church Unity discussions# 
Ceylon, or from unusual missionary adventu 
in an Eastern bazaar, he takes his place quid 
but firmly in the leadership of discussion on 
future of the university. East is East, and ¥ 
is West—there was bound to be a catch $0 
where! In fact there is not. It is exasperatin 
meet an oriental mind which makes your kne 
edge of European theology look silly! He | 
through our arrangements for isolating t 
from action. He puts his finger on the p 
again and again. And the point is our obedic 
to Jesus Christ. For D. T. our Lord is not in 
way removed, not by a fraction, from the 
and now. And D. T. takes good care that 


do not miss Him. —Robert Mack 


“On Sunday, 22 August 1948, at 3 p.m. the 
legates of 147 Churches assembled for the 
ening session of the First Assembly of the 
World Council in the Nieuwe Kerk, Amster- 
. It was a thrilling moment, for here at last 
hopes and prayers of years were to be ful- 
ed. Some of the oldest Churches in the world 
re represented—the Church of Ethiopia and 
e Orthodox Syrian Church of Malabar, for 
ample; and some of the youngest, like the 
@esbyterian Church in Korea. Well-known lead- 
of the principal churches in the United States 
d Canada were side by side with leaders of 
e Lutheran and Reformed Churches in dif- 
ent countries of Europe. Bishops of the Or- 
dox Church, the Anglican, and Old Catholic 
murches, leaders of the Church of Scotland, and 
the Evangelical Free Churches in Britain, 
Mth their colleagues in every continent, were 
re. Almost every grade of denomination was 
be found: and more striking still, lay men 
d women and ministers of every color and 
ce. It was a truly international and inter-racial 
Wthering, ecumenical in the largest sense; and 
had come together as belonging to a fellow- 
ip of churches which acknowledge our Lord 
sus Christ as God and Saviour. 


The World Council of Churches Starts: 
Amsterdam Assembly 1948 


“The service itself was symbolic, not only in 
the presence of the various participants, or the 
diversity of the hymns and prayers from dif- 
ferent sources, but also in the relation of the 
chief emblem of the Christian faith to the chief 
officiating minister, Dr. Gravemeyer, of the 
Dutch Reformed Church; for above the min- 
ister, as he led the worship at a reading desk in 
front of the gilded choir screen, gleamed the 
Crown of Royalty, surmounted by the Orb and 
the Cross of the universal Kingship of Christ. 
The preacher was the Reverend D. T. Niles (the 
present Evangelistic Secretary of the World 
Council), a Sinhalese Tamil Methodist.” 

From The Kingship of Christ by the Bishop 
of Chichester, pp. 50-51. Penguin Books. Avail- 
able from the WCC New York office: $.50. 


Central Committee 
To Meet In Denmark 


Religious liberty and international affairs 
will be the main subjects of discussion at the 
meeting of the Central Committee of the World 
Council of Churches in Nyborg, Denmark, 
August 21-29. 

More than fifty U.S. church leaders will attend 
World Council meetings in Denmark in the 
period between August 11 and August 29. 

The meeting begins with a report from Gen- 
eral Secretary Dr. W. A. Visser 't Hooft. 

Progress reports on two major study projects 
of the Council are scheduled. The report on 
“Christians and the Prevention of War in an 
Atomic Age,” will be presented by Professor 
C. F. von Weizsacker of Germany and Dr. C. L. 
Patijn, member of Parliament in the Nether- 
lands. 

“Our Common Christian Responsibility To- 
wards Areas of Rapid Social Change” will be 
introduced by Dr. E. de Vries of the Netherlands. 
The rapid social change project has involved ex- 
tensive study in Asia, Africa, and Latin America. 
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APPEAL ANSWERED 
AFTER 25 YEARS 


A retired professor in Athens, W. Va., sent a 

i contribution to the World Council of Churches 

’ the other day as a result of an appeal letter sent 
out twenty-five years ago. 

With his contribution he returned a booklet 
published in 1933 by the Universal Christian 
Council, one of the predecessor organizations of 
the World Council. The booklet, containing an 
account of the movement for Christian unity and 
the signatures of contributors to the cause, went 
out under the aegis of Dr. S. Parkes Cadman. 

“The Nobel Peace Award for 1930 was given 
to the late Dr. Nathan Soderblom, Sweden's 
great Lutheran Archbishop, for his work in 
establishing the world’s league of churches— 
The Universal Christian Council for Life and 
Work,” the booklet explained. 

“Since Dr. Soderblom called to Stockholm in 
1925 the official representatives of world Prot- 
estantism, Anglicanism, and Eastern Orthodox 
churches, the movement they began has been 
developing positive unity on a world scale,” it 
said, 

“We cannot all personally unite to further this 
great movement; we can all contribute—accord- 
ing to our means—to see the great work go on!” 
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Archbishop Michael, 
WCC President, Dies 


His Eminence Archbishop Michael, a pres 
dent of the World Council of Churches sin¢ 
1954, and head of the Greek Orthodox Chura 
in North and South America, died on July 13 
Doctors Hospital, New York City, of a hez 
attack following an operation. 

He was elected arc} 
bishop of the Greek Ort: 
odox Church of North an 
South America in 1949 an 
was the spiritual leader 
a million Americans 
Greek descent and of : 
estimated five million com 
municants of Eastern Ort 
odox Churches in the Wet 
ern Hemisphere. 
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CUMENICAL BIOGRAPHY: 
ISSER 'T HOOFT 


I have a book of Visser 't Hooft’s in my library 
hich bears my name and the words “who 
Iped me in many battles in 1934.” For a quar- 
t of a century I have seen this man in action 
close range and I know that he is a “bonny 
hter.” Without that quality this dimension of 
e Church which we call “ecumenical” would 
ver have become so powerful in the thinking 
the churches. 

The fight was on for “Wim” as so many gen- 
tions of friends have learned to call him, from 
is student days at the University of Leiden. 
he call came to help starving students in 
jenna in 1919, and the Dutch universities acted 
omptly in a big way. For twenty years after- 
ards he was to be in the struggle to hold 
dically opposed student groups together in 
tthering a common service to the needy. 
orld University Service owes much to his tech- 
ique of taking a firm diplomatic stand and then 
eing completely open to cooperation for clearly 
fined aims. No Protestant student leader has 
er commanded the same respect from Roman 
tatholic, Jewish, secular and latterly communist 
roups. 

| In 1928 Visser ’t Hooft became a secretary of 
Me World’s Student Christian Federation. Later 
became its general secretary and served it 
til 1938. It was the period of economic depres- 
ion, of the “failure” of the League of Nations, 
f moral weakness and political vacillation. It 
ded appropriately with the Munich Pact, 
hen men cried peace, and there was no peace. 
ow easily it could have been a period of weak- 
ess in the life of a Christian international stu- 
ent organization! We owe it to Visser 't Hooft 
qat in fact it was a period of increasing strength. 
‘or ten years he spoke with power in the uni- 
ersities of the world and turned The Student 
Vorld into a magnificent theological weapon. 
Lis book of that period is called None Other 
rod. He wrote out what he called a “foreign 
olicy” of Christianity. He dealt incisively, as 
2w others were doing, with the Christian ap- 
roach to modern civilization, to the totalitarian 
1ovements, to the intellectual world, and to the 
ontemporary “worship of life.” Without this 
ble mind, refusing to be side-tracked, rallying 


the Christian forces in the universities to face 
their real adversaries, and prepare the way of the 
Lord, the Federation would have been lost when 
the second World War came. 

In 1938 Visser ’t Hooft accepted the general 
secretaryship of the World Council of Churches 
in process of formation. It would have been so 
easy to bury this talent until the end of the war, 
and then dig it up unchanged, except for accu- 
mulated mold! Not so Visser ’t Hooft. He toiled 
unremittingly to see that what a World Council 
should have done was done. He maintained con- 
tacts between churches, strengthened them, and 
forged new ones. And by 1948, largely due to one 
man’s efforts, it was possible for that great first 
Assembly of the World Council to take place. 

Another decade has gone by, and the churches 
are discovering their oneness in a host of new 
ways. Visser ’t Hooft is primarily a biblical 
theologian, and interpreter of the Word of God. 
But the Word has made him a strategist and an 
administrator. A new idea has to be given shape; 
he writes the basic document. A way out of a 
theological or ecclesiastical impasse has to be 
found; he drafts the first proposal. A younger 
group fumbles to express its best intentions; he 
gives them the very lead they require. Indeed 
Visser 't Hooft is still in his best form with 
students, nearer to them than any ecumenical 
figure of our day... . You can count on Visser 
't Hooft being in the center of it, because for 
him the Cross is always in the field. 

Robert Mackie 
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A Decade of Encounter — Picture Album 


Three ecumenical church leaders on their way to 
a meeting of the Central Committee of the World 
Council at Chichester. Dr. George K. A. Bell, 
Bishop of Chichester; Pastor Marc Boegner, The Bishop of Chichester; Dr. Martin Niemoel 
France; and Dr. Robert Mackie, former director Germany; and Lebanon's Charles Malik at 
of the Department of Inter-Church Aid and Ser- Evanston Assembly. 

vice to Refugees. 


Che first six presidents 
of the WCC: Bishop G. 
Bromley Oxnam, Meth 
odist, U.S.A.; Dr. Marc 
Joegner, Reformed, 
France; Dr. S. Ger- 
manos, Exarch of the 
Ecumenical Patriarch 
for Western and Cen 
tral Europe; honorary 
president Dr. John R. 
Mott, U.S.A.; Dr. Geof 
frey Fisher, Archbishop 
of Canterbury; Dr. Er 
ling Eidem, Archbishop 
of Upsala; and Dr. Tsu 
Chen Chao, China. 


